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BDI has invited association divisions to co-
fund a research proposal looking at the way in 
which some honeybee colonies around the 
world are able to co-exist with the Varroa 
mite and not succumb to Deformed Wing Vi-
rus (DWV).   This proposal takes forward some 
earlier research in which they feel they have 
identified the mechanism by which these 
colonies are surviving and will now look at 
ways in which this could be transferred to the 
wider honeybee populations.  BDI is funding £15,000 per year for three 
years and is asking association branches to fund up to a maximum of 
£300 per annum for a maximum of three years.  This would be scaled 
back if a large number of branches agree to participate.  
 

After debate and careful consideration 
your Executive Committee has decided 
that we should support this initiative.  
However, the research funding will be 
provided from county association funds 
and NOT from the four divisions’ re-
sources. 
 
If you would like more details please visit 

the BDI website where full details of the proposal can be found:  
www.beediseasesinsurance.co.uk/research/revive or speak to any mem-
ber of the West Sussex Committee. 

 

BDI Funding Research 

Honeybee with Varroa mites 



Our neighbouring Association will be holding its autumn convention on Satur-
day 28th November at the  Civic Centre, Uckfield, TN22 1AE.  
 
Speakers will include Bob Smith, Dr Clint Perry, Pam Hunter, Robert Smith, John 
Hendrie and Hasan AL Toufailia.  
 
The cost of attending the event is £25 which includes a buffet lunch.  Full de-
tails can be found at www.sbkaconvention.org.uk or from Harold Cloutt  
01424 838302 email info@sbkaconvention.org.uk 
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Sussex Beekeepers’ Convention 

The South Devon Beekeepers’ Association will be holding its 3rd Annual Conven-
tion on Saturday 17th October.  The venue is the Ariel Centre, Ashburton Road, 
Totnes,  TQ9 5JX.     
 
Speakers include Gareth John, Simon Croson, Dr Rowena Jenkins and Derek 
Mitchell. 
  
Tickets are £20 while under 18s and full-time students are free.  All are bookable 
in advance at www.devonbeekeepers.org.uk/convention.html .  A ploughman’s 

lunch may also be pre-booked at an additional cost of £5. 
 
All enquiries and payments by cheque (made out to Totnes & Kingsbridge Beekeepers) to Mrs Lilah 
Killock, Secretary,  Totnes & Kingsbridge Beekeepers, Fosbery, Bridgetown, Totnes TQ9 5BA.  
email: tkbasecretary@btinternet.com telephone: 01803 866028  

BeeCraft Success 

BeeCraft remains the world's number one beekeeping magazine!  The maga-

zine has again been awarded Gold in the popular beekeeping jour-

nal category at the world's Beekeeping Congress, Apimondia in South Korea. 

 

BeeCraft has secured this coveted award for the second congress in succession 

and are believed to be the only beekeeping magazine to have been awarded 

Gold in this category on three separate occasions. 
www.bee-craft.com/ 

South Devon Beekeepers’ Convention 

http://www.sbkaconvention.org.uk
mailto:info@sbkaconvention.org.uk


Around the Divisions 

All Members are welcome to attend any Divisional meeting, but please advise the organiser if you plan to attend. 

Central Sussex Division 

Saturday 9:30am - midday to the end of October  -  Meetings at the Pease Pottage Training Apiary 

subject to the weather.   

Wednesday 14th October - Wax & Honey Workshop.  RAFA Club, Horsham commencing at 7:30pm.   

Further details from Melvyn Essen:  chairman@centralsussexbka.org.uk  or the Central Sussex website: 
www.centralsussexbka.org.uk 
 

Chichester Division 

Tuesday 13th October - ‘Quiz Night’ at the Fishbourne Centre, Blackboy Lane, Fishbourne at 7:30pm.  See 

article in this newsletter.  
Further details from secretary@chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk or the Division’s website: 
www.chichesterbeekeepers.co.uk 
 

Wisborough Green Division 

Tuesday 13th October - A panel of experts will take your ques-

tions on how the season has been for you and your bees.  Venue is the 
Blacksmith Arms, Stane Street, Adversane at 7pm.  Further details from 
Sue Elliott: sj.elliott@ukgateway.net or website: www.wgbka.org.uk 
 

Worthing Division 

Thursday 8th October - a talk by John Farmer, ‘Fit for Purpose - The Structure of the Adult Worker Bee’.   

Ferring Village Hall at 7:30pm.    

Sunday 11th & Saturday 31st October - Winter preparations at the division’s Out Apiary at 2pm.  Fur-

ther details from Phil Carter:  philange5180@btinternet.com  or the WBKA website: 
www.worthingbeekeepers.org.uk  
 

... and Dates for your Diary 

Sunday 11th October - London Honey Show.  Lancaster London, Lancaster Terrace, W2 2TY.  The 

Westbourne Suite will again host this annual event.  Details in July’s County News.  
 

Saturday 17th October - South Devon Beekeepers’ Convention in Totnes.  See article in this news-

letter. 
 

Thursday 29th - Saturday 31st October - 84th National Honey Show at St George’s College, Wey-

bridge Road, Addlestone, Surrey, KT15 2QS.  See lead article in the August newsletter and for full details 
of the Show Schedule, Entry Fee and Membership of the NHS visit their website at 
www.honeyshow.co.uk 
 

Wednesday 18th November - Public Policy Exchange in Central London, ‘Halting the Decline of 

Bees and Other Pollinators in the UK’.  Details of the event and venues: 
www.publicpolicyexchange.co.uk/events/FK18-PPE 
 

Saturday 28th November - Sussex Beekeepers’ Convention, Uckfield.  See article in this newsletter. 

 

‘Share your Division’s 

activities with readers of the 

County News’ 
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Jim’s Jottings 

Chairman, Jim Norfolk continues his jottings for the County News. 
 
Here are some of the big issues at the recent BBKA forum held at Stoneleigh.  
Those familiar with the BBKA examination and assessment scheme will be aware 
that if you have passed the General Husbandry and 4 specified modules you be-
come a ‘Qualified Beekeeper’.  A view presented at the forum was that the term 
‘qualified beekeeper’ implies that those without the qualification were ipso facto 
unqualified and this is demeaning.  Such is the sensitivity accorded to people’s 
feelings these days that the Examinations Board is to be asked to come up with a 
more appropriate name.   

 
Within the same agenda item, the forum went on to discuss the large gap be-

tween the Basic and General Husbandry Assessments, with the idea of either putting another assessment 
in between or breaking the General Husbandry assessment into several parts.  The Basic is a very good 
assessment in that it covers most aspects of beekeeping but also seeks to identify and assist with any 
problem areas the beekeeper may have.  It is thus both an assessment and a learning opportunity.  The 
introduction of the credit for those gaining above 75% is a major step forward.  The General Husbandry 
Assessment, on the other hand, makes no concessions to lack of knowledge or preparedness.  It assesses 
what you do in your apiary and associated facilities and if it’s in the syllabus you had better know about it 
or practice it or you will likely fail.  It requires a visit by two assessors.  It is difficult to see how it could be 
broken up into parts.  We would also be faced with yet another name choice which no doubt would be 
challenged as being inappropriate.  Having said that, the Basic is just that, a basic qualification taken after 
one year of beekeeping. The General Husbandry is taken after at least 5 years beekeeping experience. 
That should be a big gap.  

 
Then there was discussion of zero VAT on beekeeping equipment.  A nice idea but the Treasury does not 
like to set a precedent and is loath to give money back.  If given for beekeeping then why not for another 
worthy cause?  The example of mountain rescue equipment was given and it had taken them 18 years to 
get it.  Why beekeeping?  Well, bees provide pollination services for free and this should be recognised.  
The issue at the forum was why had there been no progress?  Had BBKA not lobbied enough?  It seems 
that the BBKA EC had asked Devon BKA to progress the matter since they had good access to the Treasury 
through a local MP, Neil Parish, who is a beekeeper.  A draft letter to constituency MPs was ready but had 
never been sent out.  It was felt VAT exemption for beekeeping equipment could be put through in a 
budget rather than needing a separate Bill in Parliament.  I think this will have a long gestation period but 
we live in hope. 

 
It was good to have the proceedings enlivened by Ian Homer’s well illustrated presentation on The Inter-
national Meeting of Young Beekeepers held in Slovakia.  He would like to encourage Associations to be 
more involved with promoting beekeeping to young people.  I believe this is a worthwhile but difficult 
area, with issues like safeguarding of children as well as health and safety.  However, it is possible to 
move forward and there is no reason why juniors accompanied by a parent, who might also be involved in 
beekeeping, should not be encouraged to attend meetings.  There are also opportunities when schools 
contact us and ask for someone to come and talk about bees and we should try to support any teachers 
who would like to set up a beehive within their school. 

 
Another perennial topic was neonicotinoids.  I think we all thought it had gone quiet following the EU 
moratorium but it seems that DEFRA has granted an exemption.   
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The original EU moratorium is very specific restricting the use of 3 neonicotinoids (clothianidin, imidaclo-
prid and thiametoxam) for seed treatment, soil application (granules) and foliar treatment on bee attrac-
tive plants and cereals.   
 
In the UK this mainly means treating oilseed rape seeds before sowing, so that the small plants are pro-
tected against  flea beetle, which can devastate a crop.  The main problem is that by the time an infesta-
tion takes hold, it is too late to treat.  What was sought by the NFU was permission to use treated seed 
this autumn in the worst affected areas in the country, amounting to about 5% of the total.  Farmers who 
use the product will be asked to take part in scientific research to measure the impact of the plant protec-
tion products on their crops.  In my view, this could provide an opportunity to compare a whole range of 
parameters in untreated and treated areas of the UK from their effect on the plants and their pests, to 
concentrations in the environment and effects on pollinators.  It is also a minor use of neonicotinoids.   
 
What concerned the proposer at the forum was that the BBKA’s representative had not given a suffi-
ciently robust condemnation of DEFRA’s actions when interviewed by the BBC.  The impression is that 
BBKA has sat on the fence, but is that really fair?  To quote from the BBKA website:  ‘Our charitable objec-
tives are to further and promote the craft of beekeeping and to advance the education of the public in the 
importance of bees in the environment.  Education of the very significant numbers of new beekeepers and 
research projects into health are important areas of current activity and investment.’  It does not say to 
campaign for or against issues which may affect bees, and it is the campaigning aspect which apparently 
could land the BBKA in trouble with the Charity Commissioners, particularly as much of the anti-pesticide 
lobby is political in nature.   There are numerous campaigning organisations out there and a growing 
amount of research into neonicotinoids.  The EFSA has already said that neonicotinoids applied as foliar 
sprays pose a risk to bees and their use is prohibited.  They note that there are data gaps in the use of 
seed treatments and have asked interested parties to submit any new relevant information by the end of 
September.  They will then pronounce their conclusions later in the year, no doubt in time to extend the 
moratorium. 
 

Jim 
chairman@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 
 
 

 

Meanwhile, back in the world of bees, how have queens been this year?  Last year 
we sent out a questionnaire to try to gain some information on the extent of 
queen problems and a number of people filled them in.  This resulted in an article 
in BBKA News.   
 
The form has been improved and a copy is attached to this newsletter.   
A  copy  to  download  and  complete  is  also  on  the  website: 
www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/page_3039910.html 
 
Please can as many people as possible fill it in and send me the data which I will 
then work up into a follow-up article.  
 

Jim 
jimnorfolk@btinternet.com 
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Queen Survey 2015 



 

 
 

 
 

 

We’re on the web: 

www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

Thanks to all this month’s contributors.  If you don’t have access to the internet and want further details 
of anything in this newsletter, please contact the Editor & County Secretary.  Likewise, if you would like to 

contribute to future newsletters please send articles and photographs to: 
 

Graham Elliott, Editor & County Secretary, no later than the 20th of  the preceding month. 
secretary@westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk 

M E M B E R S '  C O U N T Y  N E W S L E T T E R  

 
 
Previous newsletters from the last 12 months are available on the website. 
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Chichester Division WSBKA 
Presents 

 

A Quiz Night 
 

at 
 

The Fishbourne Centre 
 

7:30 pm Tuesday 13th October 
Half the questions on bees, half on general knowledge 

 

All welcome 

... and finally 

Quiz Night 



WSBKA Queen Survey 2015 
 

At the 2014 BBKA forum we reported that there were queen problems in our area: 
 Young queens were failing early 
 Supersedure of young queens 
 Queens just ‘disappearing' 
  
Please see  www.dave-cushman.net/bee/queenperformanceproblems.html  for further explanation. 
 
We carried out a survey of beekeepers in West Sussex to try to gauge the extent of the problem and published the 
results in BBKA News earlier this year. 
 
Based on feedback, the questionnaire has been updated for 2015 but can be used for any earlier year if you have 
records you can transcribe. 
 
Your answers will help us determine the extent of the problem.  If you had no problem, we would still like to hear 
from you. 
 

 

Guidance notes for survey below: 
 
Q1. If the queen came from elsewhere please indicate e.g. bought or given, or in a swarm.  If you make a split start 
a new column for this new colony and put the month in top row.  If you include a swarm or new colony start a new 
column and give the month started. 
 
Q2. Ideally this should be the state of the brood at the first or second inspection in the spring.  Normal, drone, 
drone in worker cell (DIWC).  Include % empty cells or DIWC if assessed. 
 
Q3.  Why was the old queen changed?  Culled, moved, superseded, swarmed, lost, failed, drone layer etc.  Was the 
new queen one you had raised, local, UK or import? 
 
Q4. State the month a new queen started laying or if she was lost or failed to lay, the month she emerged. 
 
Q5 and Q7. Please indicate the brood from the new young queen NOT the one she has replaced.  Normal, drone, 
drone in worker cell (DIWC). 
 
Q6. Only complete this if a second new queen was either reared or introduced.  If introduced was she one you had 
raised, local, UK or import? 
 
Q8. If none of the queens in a colony went into the winter, what was the outcome or reason? e.g. further superse-
dure, drone layer, lost, united colonies etc. 
 
Any queries to Roger Patterson or Jim Norfolk - roger-patterson@btconnect.com or jimnorfolk@btinternet.com 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Continues 
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Queen Survey for Year …......... 
 
Include queens reared in normal colonies on standard frames. i.e. do not include mating nucs or Apideas etc.  If you 
don’t know leave the answer blank. 
 
How many colonies did you have on 1st April of this year? ….....  How many colonies did you have on 1st Septem-
ber?........... 
 
Apiary Location: First part of post code e.g. PO20  ….......................... 
 
Type of apiary location e.g. urban □, suburban □, rural □ 
 
Commercial Crops:  OSR □, field beans □, orchard fruit □, soft fruit □.  Other …....................(Include any within 2 
miles that make a major contribution) 
 

What treatments have you used in the last year ? 
Autumn 2014 ………………………........………......   Winter  2014 ……………....................………………   
Spring  2015  ………………….................………….            Summer  2015…....................................................... 
 
Comments: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you had any identified diseases, e.g Nosema or a named bee virus please indicate when and in which colony. 
 
Colony ID.....................  Disease ….............................................................   Date identified …....................... 
 
Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Continues 
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Queen Survey for Year …......... 
 

 
Any other observations/comments: 
 
 

 

Many thanks for your help. 
Please e-mail completed survey to jimnorfolk@btinternet.com 
 
 Continuation sheet number........... Year............. 
 

 
 
Continues 

  Colony ID 
 

          

1 
Age of queen in March and 
origin? 

          

2 
Brood: Normal, drone or 
drone in worker cell (DIWC) 

          

3 
If queen replaced give rea-
son and origin of new 
queen 

          

4 
Month 1st new queen 
started laying? 

          

5 
Brood: Normal, drone, 
drone in worker cell (DIWC) 

          

6 

If second new queen—
reason, origin and month 
she started laying 

          

7 
Brood: Normal, drone, 
drone in worker cell (DIWC) 

          

8 

Which queen went into 
winter?  The one in row 1, 
3 or 6?  If none of them 
what happened? 

          

  Colony ID 
 

          

1 
Age of queen in March and 
origin? 

          

2 
Brood: Normal, drone, 
drone in worker cell (DIWC) 

          

3 
Reason queen was replaced 
and origin of new queen 

          

4 
Month 1st new queen 
started laying? 

          

5 
Brood: Normal, drone, 
drone in worker cell (DIWC) 
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Further Comments: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

End 

6 

If second new queen—
reason, origin and month 
she started laying 

          

7 
Brood: Normal, drone, 
drone in worker cell (DIWC) 

          

8 

Which queen went into 
winter?  Row 1, 3 or 6?  If 
none of them what hap-
pened? 
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